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Welcome to the 2021/2022 Annual Report for 
the Ballarat & District Trotting Club Inc. 

You will now be aware the Racing Season 
now runs from the 1st of January to the 31st 
December as such the Club has aligned its 
membership to these dates. The financial year 
in this report, as always, encompasses the 1st 
July 2021 to the 30th June 2022. 

My overview of 2021/2022 as President will 
focus on the Flying Horse Entertainment 
Venue renovation project and why it is so 
important to the future of our Club. By the 
end of the build in February/March next year 
almost every part of the venue will have 
received either a makeover or an update 
including our operational systems eg security, 
cash handling, loyalty program etc   

Why is this investment important? We firmly 
believe our plans will reinvigorate the Flying 
Horse Entertainment Venue and as such 
improve and modernize amenities for our 
existing members and guests whilst at the 
same time bring in new clientele, which is 
paramount for the future of our Club. 

Over the past decade, both industry 
and club revenues have been in decline 
due to increased competition, changing 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
DAVID YOUNG

demographics, regulatory reforms, and aging 
infrastructure even before Covid 19 took away 
the last two years. Put simply, we cannot 
continue to look for short-term gains, we 
need to build for future generations!

Throughout this challenging period, the Club 
has maintained its position as an innovative 
industry leader at the same time remaining 
an integral part of the Summer Nights of 
Glory carnival for the past two decades. 
Our Club was a regional host for the 2018 
Interdominion and will again participate by 
conducting the opening round of heats for 
the 2022 series. 

The re-development will position the club to 
capitalise on the rapid growth occurring in 
the West of Ballarat. It will also ensure the 
club is better situated financially to explore 
additional investment opportunities in line 
with its strategic plan, including enhanced 
outdoor event space and a hospitality skills 
training centre. 

At peak times the Club employs up to 100 
people and needs to continue the evolution of 
its business model and the ability to capture 
new revenue streams. The opportunity 
(direct benefit) in dollar terms could mean a 
minimum $600K increase in venue revenues 



p/a. More importantly it will give an extra 
opportunity to up to three new full-time staff 
and up to six new part-time & casual Staff. In 
turn this will have an Increased flow on benefit 
to local suppliers and associated indirect 
Tourism and Construction industry benefits.

As time has gone by, the cost to complete 
our renovation has risen significantly, however 
the Committee is determined to ensure the 
build captures the Club’s future needs to be 
competitive and stay relevant. All investment 
in the venue has been carefully considered and 
informed through partnership and dialogue 
with Harness Racing Victoria, City of Ballarat, 
and other key stakeholders.

With this in mind, I wish to take this 
opportunity to thank our Project Manager 
Dave Gleeson, who has worked with 
the Committee, Management Team and 
consultants. He has guided the project from 
the commencement of the build in July and 
his expertise has been invaluable and we look 
forward to Dave’s ongoing assistance with all 
our future building projects.      



IN APPRECIATION

BUSINESS PARTNERS

I would like to as always acknowledge H.R.V. for 
their support and assistance, and acknowledge 
the efforts of Chairman Dale Monteith, his Board, 
previous CEO Dayle Browne and Interim CEO 
Fiona Mellor. As always, we will reach out to assist 
them wherever we can.   

It is important to recognise the relationship we 
hold with the City of Ballarat, particularly Mayor, 
Councillors and the City’s CEO. Our Club works 
closely with the City of Ballarat to develop Bray 
Raceway as a community asset for future users.  

The Office of Racing led by Racing Ministers 
Martin Pakula and now by Anthony Carbine has 
also been very supportive of our Club and the 
sport in general. We have also appreciated the 
regular visitation and acknowledgement of the 
contribution our Club makes by our local MP 
Julianna Addison together with her husband Mike.

SPONSORS

We have many sponsors, most of them long-term, 
who have chosen to continue their support of our 
Club. We thank them for their ongoing support.

The Club also appreciates the support received 
from all the news and social media outlets who 
have taken interest in our Club over the past 
twelve months. We also appreciate the ongoing 
work of David & Bianca Brehaut who update all 
industry participants with their trial videos, results 
and racing news stories. 

Social Media will continue to play a huge part in 
promoting our Club particularly the Flying Horse 
Entertainment Venue so please give us a follow, 
like or share when you see us online. We believe 
we are the benchmark in this space for harness 



clubs, but we need to continue to grow our online 
audience. 

COMMITTEE

To all my fellow volunteer Committee, I extend 
my appreciation for your unwavering support and 
commitment to our Club. When it comes to the 
redevelopment the easiest decision would have been 
to do nothing! So, thank you for your courage to push 
ahead in times that felt impossible to do so. 

We also acknowledge the efforts of our Committee 
wives and partners for their support throughout the 
year. Furthermore, I would like to acknowledge the 
ongoing support by all our life members, who continue 
to offer ongoing support. 

I would also like to acknowledge our former CEO Colin 
Holloway who received a HRV Distinguished Service 
Medal at this years Gordon Rothacker Medal Night 
held in May.   

STAFF

We, like many businesses especially in hospitality are 
still facing staff shortages and we thank all our staff 
for being resilient headed by our CEO Paul Rowse & 
leadership team in Bec, Ash, Marg & Cathy and we 
look forward to seeing you in our re-modelled venue 
early in the new year.  

We had some senior staff leave us during the year 
whether it be by way of retirement or chasing new job 
opportunities. Special mention to Cheryl May (23 yrs), 
Wendy Hinves (14 ½ yrs), Kaye Dean (11 ½ yrs)  and 
Alyssa Bell (5 yrs) who had senior roles during their 
time with us. We wish them all the best in their future 
endeavours and hope they come back and visit us and 
enjoy our new venue.

In closing, we are very much looking forward to 
what the future will bring & welcoming new families 
& showing off our facilities throughout the whole 
complex. I often say, even if they only watch one or 
two races after visiting the flying horse on race night, 
it’s all we need! Thankyou to all members to your 
ongoing support. 

DAVID YOUNG 

PRESIDENT  
BALLARAT AND DISTRICT TROTTING CLUB INC. 
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The Ballarat & District Trotting Club was again 
fortunate enough to  open Harness Racing 
Victoria’s premier carnival, the “Summer of 
Glory”, with the running of the PETstock 
Ballarat Pacing Cup on Saturday January 
22nd 2022. 

The night was again a great success, with 
crowds returning after COVID-19 effects. 

On course attractions including Food Trucks, 
Beer Garden, Kids Activites, and Dining 
packages along with a Local Holiday  
Giveaway to four lucky patrons on the night. 

Our online Ballarat Plunge Punter’s Club was 
back for the second year proving to be  
popular on and off course. Tickets were again 
sold online, and each ticket included a Beer 
Garden ticket on the night. 

BALLARAT PACING CUP 
JANUARY 22, 2022



BALLARAT PACING CUP 

FEATURE RACING RESULTS: 

GROUP 1 PETSTOCK BALLARAT PACING CUP

Spirit Of St Louis completed a rare treble by 
winning the 2022 $110,000 PETstock Ballarat 
Pacing Cup on Saturday, January 22.

The victory by the NSW 5yo, trained by Belinda 
McCarthy, followed success in the Bendigo and 
Shepparton Pacing Cups at his previous two 
starts.

He had a half neck to spare from Amazing Dream 
on another bumper night.

Attempting to go back-to-back in the Cup, 
Lochinvar Art was third.

Spirit Of St Louis is raced by Summit Bloodstock, 
BJ McCarthy, JN Jarvis, Aaron Bain Racing, RT 
Curnow, Wear The Fox Hat Syndicate, WA Eade, 
PG Hastie, TG Casey, KJ Corby, EK Corby, AD Gow, 
SR Pulley, GJ Anderson, R Chalklin, AS Walsh and 
ID Stu.

RESULT: Spirit Of St Louis (Jack Callaghan) 1, 
Amazing Dream (Anthony Butt) 2, Lochinvar Art 
(David Moran) 3. MR 1:55.6.

GROUP 2 EB COCHRAN TROTTERS CUP

Im Ready Jet gave trainer Anton Golino his third 
win in the $30,000 feature on Ballarat Pacing Cup 
night on Saturday, January 22, 2022

He had previously scored with My Tribeca in 2018 
and Dance Craze in 2020 - all on his home track in 
Ballarat.

A 5yo mare, Im Ready Jet edged out reigning 
Maori Law, which had won the 2021 Inter 
Dominion Trotting Championship final at his 
previous start.

Im Ready Jet is owned by Yabby Dam Farms.

RESULT: Im Ready Jet (Jason Lee) 1, Maori Law 
(Greg Sugars) 2, Lotamuscle (Matt Craven) 3. 
MR 1:59.3.
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GROUP 2 JOHN SLACK MEMORIAL  
TROTTERS CUP

Maori Law ignited his come back from injury 
by winning the $30,000 feature trot on Friday, 
July 30.

Trained by father and son Emmett and Richard 
Brosnan, Maori Law raced away after leading 
to comfortably have the better Im Ready Jet, 
with McLovin third in a top class field.

Maori Law would go on to trump in the Inter 
Dominion Trotting Championship final at 
Menangle at the end of the year.

Maori Law is owned by F Crews.

RESULT: Maori Law (Chris Alford) 1, Im Ready 
Jet (Jack Laugher) 2, McLovin (Kate Gath) 3. 
MR 2:0.6.

COLIN & HEATHER HOLLOWAY  
3YO CLASSIC

Go Dancing captured the 13th edition of the 
Ballarat & District Trotting Club’s premier 3yo 
event on Friday, July 30. It was a return of the 
$13,000 event after it was not run in 2020.

The Clayton Tonkin-trained gelding held out a 
fast-finishing Spring In His Step by a head.

Go Dancing is owned by WTC Stewart and PS 
Gleeson.

RESULT: Go Dancing (Rebecca Bartley) 1, 
Spring In His Step (Leigh Sutton) 2, Pray tell 
(John Caldow) 3. MR 1:56.7.

DEL RE NATIONAL MELTON MARES  
CHAMPIONSHIP

Nikki Louise rounded out her racing career 
with a win in the $24,000 feature at a 
metropolitan class meeting on Saturday, 
August 14.

It gave the 4yo a fourth win from as many 
starts with the Emma Stewart stable after 
racing in WA.

She is owned by Summit Bloodstock and MD 
Young.

RESULT: Nikki Louise (Kate Gath) 1, She Will 
Rock (Tayla French) 2, Still Hungover (Alex 
Ashwood) 3. MR 1:55.1.

GROUP 3 TAB MELTON PACE FINAL

Tango Tara (trained by Andy Gath) took the 
honours in the $30,000 event on Saturday, 
August 14.

It was the biggest win to that point of the 
former NZ 5yo’s career.

He is owned by Norm Jenkin.

RESULT: Tara Tango (Kate Gath) 1, Krafty Bart 
(David Moran) 2, Ozzie Battler (Ellen Tormey) 
3. MR :154.7.

FEATURE RACES
2021/22



FEATURE RACES

GROUP 3 COULTER (TROTTERS) CROWN

On a big night Robbie Royale won the biggest 
trotting race on the card on Saturday, August 14.

The $24,000 event was the first group success for 
the Brent Lilley-trained squaregaiting 7yo.

He is owned by JT Wilkinson, LE Howlett, BJ 
Howlett, D Morrison, GR Dowling, DE Reilly, Estate 
of RJ Owen and J Ridley.,

RESULT: Robbie Royale (Chris Alford) 1, Stress 
Fracture (Greg Sugars) 2, Maori Law (Emmett 
Brosnan) 3. MR 2:3.6.

AJ PRENDERGAST MEMORIAL OAKS

Star 3yo filly Ladies In Red (trained by Emma 
Stewart) stole the show in the $15,000 AJ 
Prendergast Memorial Oaks on Thursday, 
September 2.

She imposed on the field, racing away by 11.9m.

Ladies In Red is owned by Lauriston Bloodstock.

RESULT: Ladies In Red (David Moran) 1, Aliens Exist 
(Chris Svanosio) 2, Sahara Storm (Chris Alford) 3. 
MR 1:57.

APG VIC 2YO GOLD SOVEREIGN FINAL

Boom youngster Catch A Wave (trained by Andy 
Kate Gath) ran away with the $40,000 feature at 
just his second start on Saturday, September 18. He 
would go on to win six of seven starts as a 2yo.

Catch A Wave is owned by P Matthews and estate 
of RJ Matthews.

RESULT: Catch A Wave (Kath Gath) 1, Maureen 
(Michael Bellman) 2, Muscle Bart (David Moran) 3. 
MR 1:53.8.

ARGENT 3YO CLASSIC

Ladies In Red continued on her winning way for 
trainer Emma Stewart in the $24,000 feature 
for 3yo fillies at a metropolitan class meeting on 
Saturday, September 18.

She defied the efforts of stablemate Tough Tilly 
and BDTC Syndicate-raced Dougs Babe.

Ladies In Red is raced by Lauriston Bloodstock.

RESULT: Ladies In red (David Moran)m Tough Till 
(Kate Gath) 2, Dougs Babe (Michael Bellman) 3. 
MRT 1:56.8.

GROUP 3 TAILAMADE LOMBO

Enchanted Stride (trained by David Miles) won the 
$30,000 Tailamade Lombo for mares on Saturday, 
September 18.

It was the 5yo’s second career group 3 victory.

She is raced by E&M Stride.
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RESULT: Enchanted Stride (Rod Petroff) 1, 
Itzamajor Surprise (Sofia Arvidsson) 2, Mona 
Mia (Michael Bellman) 3. MR 1:55.6

VICBRED PLATINUM HOME GROWN  
CLASSIC HEATS

Five heats of the Alabar Vicbred Platinum 
Home Grown Classic series for 2yos were run 
on Friday, October 1.

There were two for fillies and three for colts/
geldings.

RESULTS FILLIES:

HEAT 1: Fiamma (trained by Emma Stewart and 
driven by Kath Gath) 1, Patsy Valentine (Josh 
Aiken) 2, Jo And Jo (David Moran) 3. MR 1:54.2.

HEAT 2: Rich Beauty (Emma Stewart/David 
Moran) 1, Chedalayo (Anthony Butt) 2, Gipsy 
Princess (Craig Demmler) 3. MR 1:57.3.

RESULTS COLTS/GELDINGS:

HEAT 1: Hes Charlies Angel (Charlene Gusman/
David Miles) 1, Always Locksley (Rebecca 
Bartley) 2, Major Major (Geoff Webster) 3. MR 
1:56.6.

HEAT 2: Flash Jimmy (Aaron Dunn/Aaron 
Dunn) 1, Anotherbigman (Chris Alford) 2, Soho 
Dow Jones (Michael Stanley) 3, MR 1:54.4.

HEAT 3: Commander Buzz (Hugh Cathels/
Glenn Hunter) 1, Captain Rival (David Moran) 2, 
Double The Hunter (Greg Sugars) 3, MR 1:55.8.

GROUP 2 TATLOW STAKES (2YO TROTTERS)

Plymouth Chubb went on his winning way for 
trainer Peter Manning in the group 2 $30,000 
IRT Australian Tatlow Stakes at a metropolitan 
class meeting on Saturday, October 16.

It was the gelding’s eighth win in a row.

RESULT: Plymouth Chubb (Kerryn Manning) 1, 
Courage Stride (Chris Lang) 2, Stingofawasp 
(Michael Bellman) 3. MR 2:1.7.

GROUP 3 MAKE MINE CULLEN

New Zealand superstar Spellbound (trained by 
Nathan Purdon) shone in the group 3 $30,000 
Make Mine Cullen for mares on Saturday, 
October 16.

She is owned by Westview Racing No.19 
Syndicate and The Witches Of Westview No.2 
Syndicate.

RESULT: Spellbound (Stuart McDonald) 1, The 
Pantheist (Chris Alford) 2, Enchanted Stride 
(David Miles) 3. MR 1:52.8.

GROUP 1 VICTORIA TROTTERS OAKS

This was the first group 1 event contested at 
Bray Raceway for the season.

Rising star Queen Elida (trained by Brent Lilley) 
came out on top in the $60,000 classic for 3yo 
trotting fillies on Saturday, October 16.

Queen Elida is owned by GJ McKenzie, GJ 
Mckenzie, BA Mckenzie, BE Mckenzie, TR 
Barron, and CL Barron. 

RESULT: Queen Elida (Chris Alford) 1, Aldebaran 
Ursula (Kate Gath) 2, Keayang Xena (Glen 
Craven) 3. MR 2:1.2.

VICBRED SUPER SERIES 4YO HEATS

Seven Vicbred Super Series 4yo heats were 
contest on Thursday, December 16, 2021.

There were three for mares and four for entires/
geldings.

Mares heats were won by The Panthiest (David 
Miles/James Herbertson), Sew What (Lance 
Justice/Lance Justice) and Spellbound (Nathan 
Purdon/Stuart McDonald) to lead the charge 
into the semi-finals ahead of the season 
climaxing group 1 finals on new year’s eve.

The heats for entires/geldings went to Batman 
Barry (Marg Lee/Jason Lee) , Pacifico Dream 
(Andy Gath/Kate Gath), Honolua Bay (Emma 
Stewart/David Moran) and Jilliby Silvester (Marg 
Lee/Glen Craven).

SOKYOLA SPRINT 

Jilliby Bandit (trained by Marg Lee) clocked 1:55 
in taking out the $24,000 Sokyola Sprint, 1710m, 
on Sunday, December 26.

It was his fourth run back after being off the 
scene for almost a year.

He is raced by the Levarg Racing Group.

Result: Jilliby Bandit (Jason Lee) 1, Bettor Be 
The Bomb (Kerryn Manning) 2, Rackemup 
Tigerpie (Michael Stanley) 3. MR 1:55.

EILEEN WALL MEMORIAL PACE

Cardigan trainer Emma Stewart added to her 
list of feature wins in Ballarat in the RL&LM 
Emerson Printing Eileen Wall Memorial Pace on 
Thursday, March 17, 2022.

3yo filly Te Quiro found the lead from the gate 
and brought up her second win in a short stay in 
Victoria before returning to New South Wales.

She is owned by NM Stanton, G Shalala, F 
Khouiss, S Khouiss and W Pham.

RESULT: Te Quiro (Mark Pitt) 1, Clem McArdle 
(James Herbertson) 2, Shaq (Ellen Tormey) 3. 
MR 1:54.7.



APG 4YO HEATS

Champion mare Ladies In Red and stablemate 
Beyond Delight took out Australian Passing 
Gold 4yo heats on Wednesday, April 27, 2022.

Ladies In Red led home a stable trifecta for 
hometown trainer Emma Stewart in the mares 
division.

She dominated from the front to prove too 
good for Joanna and Tough Tilly.

It was her fifth win at Bray Raceway from as 
many visits.

Beyond Delight led home the heat for entires/
geldings, with stablemate Act Now second.

Beyond Delight is owned by CR Tonkin and 
Ladies In Red by Lauriston Bloodstock.

RESULTS MARES: Ladies In Red (Nathan 
Jack) 1, Joanna (Jackie Barker) 2, Tough Tilly 
(Kate Gath) 3. MR 1:55.6

RESULTS ENTIRES/GELDINGS: Beyond De-
light (Greg Sugars) 1, Act Now (Jodi Quinlan) 
2, Treacherous Rock (Jack Laugher) 3. MR 
1:53.3.

APG VIC GOLD BULLION 2YO HEATS

Mister Hunter and Major Delight each claimed 
a APG Vic Gold Bullion for 2yos on Wednes-
day, May 4, 2022.

Mister Hunter, trained by Vince Dicocco, came 
from back in the field in the colts/geldings 
heat.

He went on to win the group 1 final.

For the Emma Stewart-trained Major Delight it 
was a triumphant debut and was also followed 
up by victory in the group 1 final.

Mister Hunter is owned by M Del-Re, A 
Bavage, B Robertson, D Del-Re, D Stanley, D 
Fabbris, J Del-Re, L Wilkinson, MNR Del-Re, M 
Tanner, N Dimartino, R Del-Re, R Esposito, R 
Dimartino, V Dicocco, A Calabria and R Del-
Re.

Major Delight is owned by PF Lewis.

RESULTS COLTS/GELDINGS: Mister Hunter 
(Jack Laugher) 1, Roryville (Nathan Jack) 2, 
Will He Reign (Damian Wilson) 3. MR 1:59.2.

RESULTS FILLIES: Major Delight (Mark Pitt) 1, 
Keayang Blue Janes (Jason Lee) 2, Paradise 
Valley 3. MR 1:58.7.
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BALLARAT DRIVER OF THE YEAR

Chris Alford 152 points (21-22-24) 15.67% 
winning strike rate

Please be advised as the new racing season 
now runs from the 1st of January to the 
31st of December, Club Premierships will no 
longer be recognised in the Annual Report. 

However presentations will now take place 
on cup night to honour and acknowledge 
award winners in the traditional categories:

Driver of the Year 

Trainer of the Year

Concession Driver of the Year

Pacer of the Year

Trotter of the Year

BDTC PREMIERSHIPS
2021 RACING SEASON



BDTC PREMIERSHIPS RACE NIGHT 
FUNDRAISERS

GIRLS NIGHT OUT FOR DOLLY’S DREAM

Each year we select a local or national 
organisation to raise money at the BDTC Girls 
Night Out.

Dolly’s Dream was the recipient for 2022. 

Dolly’s Dream was created by Kate & Tick 
Everett following the shattering loss of their 
14yo daughter Dolly to suicide after ongoing 
bullying.

Kate and Tick’s goal is to prevent other families 
walking this road. 

They want to change the culture of bullying by  
addressing the impact of bullying, anxiety,  
depression and youth suicide, through 
education and direct support to young people 
and families. 

Our 2022 Girls Night Out for Dolly’s Dream  
had more than 280 ladies in the Terrace 
Restaurant. 

With the help of many generous sponsors and  
businesses, we raised $13,000 for Dolly’s Dream. 

The RL & LM Emerson Printing Eileen Wall 
Memorial Pace was the feature race on the 
night, remembering the work that BDTC 
member Eileen Wall contributed to Girls Night 
Out in it’s early years. 

The race was won by locally trained 3yo filly  
Te Quiro (Emma Stewart / Mark Pitt). 
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Our Main Function Room and Draught 
Room spaces have displayed their 
versatility in accommodating a variety 
of event styles including engagements, 
birthday celebrations, social and sports 
club anniversaries, awards and presentation 
evenings, funerals and wakes, expos and 
corporate days.

We have also created new function spaces 
in the Terrace Restaurant, to host medium 
size groups such as conferences and training 
days. 

FUNCTIONS
2021/22

Some of our events included:
Ballarat Pink Phoenix

St. Aloysius Deb Balls

Filipino Association Dinner Dance

CHFL Junior Football Best & Fairest

CHFL Senior Football Best & Fairest

Magic Mike Male Revue

Phoenix Graduation

Rokewood Football Club Presentation

Ferndale Confectionery Xmas

Ballarat College Graduation

Wakes

Ballarat College Rowing Dinner

PETstock 200th Opening Store

Ballarat Football Club Ball

FUNCTIONS REPORT



PLATINUM SPONSORS

Petstock 
Brandt Ballarat 
Ballarat Veterinary Practice 
Radio Ballarat 
Easy Waste 
Delre National Foods 
Decoglaze 
Isuzu 
Interpath 
CUB 
Coca Cola Amatil

RACE SPONSORS:

Ballarat Laundry 
Cooke & Foley 
Ballarat Sound 
C&L Electrical 
Plover Security

 

LARGE TRACK SIGNAGE:

Nestle 
Ballarat Mower Centre. 
Cooke & Foley 
Durham Park 
Ferndale Confectionery 
Hewitt & Whitty 
Nevetts 
Woodlands Stud 
Regent Entertainment 
John Valves 
Natures Cargo 
Xtreme Technologies 

SMALL SIGNAGE: 

Eureka Concrete 
Keeleys Cause 
Mega Jumps

 

FUNCTIONS
SPONSORS
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On the 9th May 2022 the Flying Horse  
Entertainment Venue commenced it’s well 
overdue redevelopment.

The front entry was first on the demolition 
list with the internal glass sliding doors being 
removed.

On the 17th May, the bistro was hoarded 
off to allow for demo, concrete cutting and 
chasing ahead of the new gaming room which 
included all new carpet, paint and a dedicated 
gaming/TAB entrance. 

The TAB remained in operation during this 
time and our bistro was relocated upstairs, 
where we offered a self-serve salad and  
vegetable bar. 

The TAB was closed for 5 weeks from the  
15th July and reopened on the 24th August. 
A new designated outdoor smoking area off 
the TAB was also completed.

On 4th August demolition of the old bistro, 
bar, TAB, offices and kitchen commenced. 

A new comms room was installed with  
existing data, server and gaming comms  
being relocated into a dedicated room. 

FLYING HORSE
RENOVATION UPDATE 2022



A completely new bar including beer fonts, 
fridges, shelving, and flooring will be installed 
as well as a dedicated espresso coffee/cake 
station. 

The kitchen has been extended to allow more 
room for chefs to work and serve double the 
number of meals, the kitchen will have full 
floor to ceiling stainless splashbacks making 
cleaning and maintenance easier to comply 
with health standards. 

The new bar, bistro, TAB and kitchen will  
re-open Tuesday 15th November with a brand 
new 50 seat function room and state of the 
art children’s play space set to be completed 
by the end of February 2023.
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We welcome our new Country Club 
Auditors and we thank Ashley Richardson 
& Jason Hargreaves from CountPro for their 
attendance at our AGM.

The Club recorded a Net Operating Profit of 
$490,730 for the year ended, 30 June 2022. 
This profit is after allowing for non-cash items 
of depreciation $296,355 and Amortisation 
of Electronic Gaming Machines Licences 
of $272,927. Overall, a significant profit 
which has given us a spring board for future 
projects and initiatives. 

HRV again assisted Clubs including ours 
in underwriting Cup stakemoney for the 
2020/2021 season. Together with HRV we 
were excited to see the PETstock Ballarat 
Pacing Cup retain its Group One status with 
prizemoney of $150k in 2023. 

Our Club CEO (through Trots Clubs Victoria) 
has worked closely with HRV on a new Club 
funding model which will be implemented 
in the 2022/2023 Financial year. A number 
of our financial monitoring or reporting 
templates are shared with other Clubs which 
is a huge acknowledgement of our Clubs 
systems and personnel.   

As always I appreciate the support that has 
been given to me in my position by Sam 
Le Marshall our Assistant Treasurer who is 
constantly modernising our reporting systems 
and creating cash flow projections that are 
crucial in keeping us on track for our re-
development repayment schedule. 

Our Finance Manager Marg Madder has also 
done an incredible job saving funds along the 
way to ensure firstly we were in a position to 
secure a loan and secondly that we are able 
to meet our payment milestones comfortably 
without undue pressures on our cash flow. 

I would also like to thank our Club 
accountants, Cooke & Foley, in particular Kym 
Cassells, who not only provide valuable trade 
monitoring for our Club but also an extra 
sounding board to call on when we encounter 
new challenges to our business whether 
operational or legislated. 

Very similar to the President’s report I would 
like to focus on the re-development as such 
and would like to give members a more 
in-depth understanding of the investment. 
Before going into detail I would like to 
acknowledge our President David Young for 
his unwavering belief in this project and the 
incredible support his company PETstock 
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have shown by making Project Manager Dave 
Gleeson available to our Club for the duration of 
the build and beyond.

The total build price to deliver a new look venue 
with wagering and gaming now aligned with a 
new separate entrance, brand new bistro/café 
in addition to a new function space and most 
importantly a multi- purpose indoor play space 
for young and old, will sit at around $4,300,000 

Included in this build price:-  

• New Kitchen & bar   
• Consolidation of communications & monitoring  
• New Security system including camera 
upgrade 
• Plant platform extension (can be utilised in 
future for additional storage)  
• Traffic management & landscaping

Additional fit out items required along the way 
include but not limited to:-   

• Furniture & Fittings  
• Kids Play Space  
• New Bluize Till System (inc member rewards)  
• New EGM bases  
• Relocated staff room  
• Upgrade beer lines, move coolroom   
• Temporary set ups for gaming/bar & bistro 
• New or additional venue signage



Unforeseen expenses:- 
• Removal of asbestos 
• Replacement of cladding   
• General upgrades to comply with new building 
standards/regulations  
• Increase in building materials (due to worldwide 
shortages) 
• Communication upgrades 

Total project cost will be just below $5,000,000 
of which the Club has a loan arrangement with the 
Bendigo Bank for $2,745,000 which means the 
Club has self-funded approx. $2,250,000. As the 
Flying Horse Entertainment Venue is categorised 
as a Gaming Venue, the Club was unable to attract 
any Government Financial support despite heavy 
lobbying.    

I again commend the staff for keeping the Venue 
trading during renovations. As you could imagine, 
every option was explored to enable our food 
& bar offer to continue whether it be as the 
traditional bistro, at a racemeet via the Terrace 
Restaurant or as a function.  

Ever present financial commitments such as the 
repayment of the Gaming entitlement period 
original set down for August 2022 has now been 
deferred to May 2023.  These instalments will be 
due quarterly for 7 years for $77,086.52 every 
quarter.  

Our Club like many businesses is finding staff 
recruitment and retainment challenging and is a 
constant discussion with the management team to 
ensure our redevelopment gets the best possible 
opportunity to achieve its full potential.  

I trust members support the Flying Horse 
Entertainment Venue and take advantage of our 
loyalty program when visiting the venue with 
family and friends.

In closing thanks again to our members, Club 
sponsors & supporters, fellow committee and 
staff for your understanding and support, we look 
forward to the year ahead as we continue to strive 
to maintain our position as industry leaders.   

LEON UNDERWOOD 
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